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for the pursuit of such occupations must also be provided. But
it is not merely an economic problem. It is also socio-psycho-
logical in so far as it requires a change in the mores of these
tribes. For this very reason is it necessary that the Managers of
Criminal Tribes Settlements should be conversant with the prin-
ciples of modern criminology and should have experience of
modern reformatory treatment. The criminal tribes and castes
represent a problem by themselves, which is not within the pur-
view of the present survey.

Problems of Indebtedness

How indebtedness leads to enslavement of these people
has already been explained. In the case of tenants and artisans
indebtedness aggravates poverty. They have to buy seeds or
raw materials from the creditor at a price higher than the pre-
vailing market rate. Often the produce has also to be sold to
the creditor at a price lower than the market rate. Provision of
a large number of co-operative societies that will lend money,
sell seed or raw materials on credit and arrange sale of produce
or finished goods will go a long way in ameliorating the lot
of tenants and artisans.

The problems of indebtedness of harwahas and their proto-
types are, however, different from those of others. The lender
does not consider the money advanced to these people to be
a good asset and the borrower too does not take the debt
seriously. On account of the extremely inadequate incomes of
these people redemption of debt is out of the question. Provi-
sion of a simple Insolvency Act seems to be the only way of
freeing the majority of them from the clutches of the money-
lender. But mere wiping off of debt will not do. The freedom
thus secured for the debtor will not last long. For, to a consider-
able extent, the problem is really one of increasing their in-
comes. Although by freeing a harwaha from the clutches of the
Zamindar we enable him to migrate elsewhere and improve his
lot, yet no substantial improvement in his condition is possible
unless wages increase and days of enforced idleness diminish.
Obviously, this can come about only as a result of the general
economic development of the country. Experience of other
countries lends support to the view that serfdom grows up as a